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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 10/14/2008 have been fully considered but they are 

not persuasive. 

Applicant argues "such additional control functions are not disclosed by the cited 
art, and are not available in the conventional controllers disclosed thereby" and none of 
the prior art cited by the examiner, either along or in combination, teaches or suggests 
"a controller that controls the operation of a gathering line, feeding device, and a 
demand printer as recited by claims 1-35,43-48, and 55" or "a step of coordinating 
simultaneous operation of a gathering line, a demand printer, and a feeding device 
during a production sequence to produce books as recited by claims 36-42 and 49-54". 
In response, the Examiner disagrees. The prior art cited discloses all the limitations of 
the claims as shown in at least the Action filed 7/14/2008 and as shown below. 
Furthermore, the Examiner notes that Applicant admits the cited art "inherently includes 
a speed tracking device that receives timing information from a binding line to enable 
the ink jet head to synchronize the printing speed thereof with the speed of the binding 
line". Therefore, in the combinations as shown below, it is obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art that the demand printer would be able to synchronize the printing 
speed with the speed of the book production apparatuses of the cited art. Warmus 
discloses a substantially similar book production apparatus in at least C1/L12-21, 
discloses a demand printer employed in a book production apparatus in at least C2/L41- 
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57, and therefore must be able to synchronize the printing speed with the speed of the 
book production apparatus. Finally, it is well known in the art for a gathering line, a 
printer, and a feeding device to be coordinated simultaneously in operation during a 
production sequence to produce books. The individual elements of book production 
apparatuses in at least the cited prior art are not operated one at a time. 

Applicant argues "the examiner has not stated any reasons why a person of 
ordinary skill in the art would have been prompted to combine any of the cited art to 
arrive at the subject matter recited by the claims at issue". In response, the Examiner 
disagrees. The motivation to combine the references is to permit high speed printing to 
the production of differing books with customized and/or personalized information within 
a single production run, as taught by Warmus in at least C4/L4-8, shown in at least the 
Action filed 7/14/2008 in 1|5,6,7 and as shown below.. 

Applicant argues "the cited art, along or in combination, does not disclose or 
suggest each of the elements recited by the claims at issue". In response, the 
Examiner disagrees. The cited art discloses or suggests each of the elements recited 
by the claims at issue shown in at least the Action filed 7/14/2008 and as shown below. 

Applicant argues "there is no suggestion that a person of ordinary skill in the art 
could have successfully combined any of Graushar, Dooley, or Weller with Warmus et. 
al. '599 or '968 to arrive at the subject matter recited by claims at issue. Specifically, a 
combination of a well known controller with the demand printers of the Warmus et. al. 
'599 or '968 as suggested in the Office action would not result in a book production 
apparatus as recited by the claims at issue. Rather, such combination would result in an 
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inoperable device or a device tliat would be unable to coordinate the operation of the 
gathering line, one or more demand printer(s), and the feeding device to produce books. 
Therefore, it follows that the claimed subject matter is not rendered obvious by the cited 
art". In response, the Examiner disagrees. It is obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art that the combination of Warmus with Graushar, Dooley, or Weller would result in 
a book production apparatus as recited by the claims at issue and would result in an 
operable device that can coordinate the operation of the gathering line, one or more 
demand printer(s), and the feeding device to produce books. As discussed above, 
Warmus discloses a substantially similar book production apparatus in at least C1/L12- 
21 , discloses a demand printer to be used in a book production apparatus in at least 
C1/L10-C4/L12, namely C2/L41-57, and therefore must be able to synchronize the 
printing speed with the speed of the book production apparatus. Therefore, it would be 
obvious to provide the demand printer of Warmus in the book production apparatuses of 
Graushar, Dooley, and Weller. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 

forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1,2,8,9,13,23,24,30,31,35,55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Dooley USP 6,257,566 in view of Warmus USP 6,327,599. 
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Dooley discloses a bool< production device tliat includes a gathering line (14); a 
printer (56); a feeding device (58); a packer box (16) with a transfer mechanism (C4/L3); 
and a controller (60). Dooley does not expressly disclose the printer being that of a 
demand printer or means for printing the customized content on at least a portion of 
each page without limitation as to the orientation and position of the customized content 
over an entire surface of the page. 

Warmus teaches a demand printer (C6/L25) and means for printing the 
customized content on at least a portion of each page without limitation as to the 
orientation and position of the customized content over an entire surface of the page (at 
least C7/L36-49, fig.6-8) for the purpose of permitting high speed printing to the 
production of differing books with customized and/or personalized information within a 
single production run (C4/L4-8). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to employ means for printing the customized content on at least a portion of each 
page without limitation as to the orientation and position of the customized content over 
an entire surface of the page and modify the printer to be that of a demand printer, as 
taught by Warmus, in the device of Dooley, for the purpose of permitting high speed 
printing to the production of differing books with customized and/or personalized 
information within a single production run. 
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4. Claims 1 ,2,12-1 6,20,22-24,35-38,43-45,49-51 ,55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Graushar USP 5,100,1 16 in view of Warmus USP 
6,327,599. 

Graushar discloses a book production device that includes a gathering line (18); 
a plurality of printers (32, C4/L51); a feeding device (33); and a controller (31). 
Graushar does not expressly disclose the printers being that of demand printers or 
means for printing the customized content on at least a portion of each page without 
limitation as to the orientation and position of the customized content over an entire 
surface of the page. 

Warmus teaches demand printers (G6/L25) and means for printing the 
customized content on at least a portion of each page without limitation as to the 
orientation and position of the customized content over an entire surface of the page (at 
least C7/L36-49, fig. 6-8) for the purpose of permitting high speed printing to the 
production of differing books with customized and/or personalized information within a 
single production run (C4/L4-8). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to employ means for printing the customized content on at least a portion of each 
page without limitation as to the orientation and position of the customized content over 
an entire surface of the page and modify the printer to be that of demand printers, as 
taught by Warmus, in the device (or method) of Graushar, for the purpose of permitting 
high speed printing to the production of differing books with customized and/or 
personalized information within a single production run. 
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5. Claims 1,2,6,7,12-18,20,22-24,28,29,35-38,41,43-55 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Weller USP 4,989,850 in view of Warmus 
USP 6,327,599. 

Weller discloses a book production apparatus that includes a gathering line (90); 
a plurality of printers (75, C5/L1-6); a feeding device (GR); a folding device (C4/L56); 
and a controller (C3/L56). Weller does not expressly disclose the plurality of printers 
being that of demand printers or means for printing the customized content on at least a 
portion of each page without limitation as to the orientation and position of the 
customized content over an entire surface of the page. 

Warmus teaches demand printers (C6/L25) and means for printing the 
customized content on at least a portion of each page without limitation as to the 
orientation and position of the customized content over an entire surface of the page (at 
least C7/L36-49, fig.6-8) for the purpose of permitting high speed printing to the 
production of differing books with customized and/or personalized information within a 
single production run (C4/L4-8). 

At the time of invention it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
the art to employ means for printing the customized content on at least a portion of each 
page without limitation as to the orientation and position of the customized content over 
an entire surface of the page and modify the printers to be that of demand printers, as 
taught by Warmus, in the device (or method) of Weller, for the purpose of permitting 
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high speed printing to the production of differing books with customized and/or 
personalized information within a single production run. 

6. Claims 3-5,25-27,39,40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Graushar USP 5,1 00,1 1 6 in view of Warmus USP 6,327,599 further 
in view of Warmus USP 5,963,968. 

Graushar discloses all the limitations of the claims, but it does not disclose 
utilizing a template file having fixed and variable information separated into data 
streams and provided to a collator/raster image processor together with a database and 
a press command file. 

However, Warmus ('968) discloses a book production device that includes 
disclose utilizing a template file having fixed and variable information separated into 
data streams and provided to a collator/raster image processor together with a 
database and a press command file for the purpose of producing differing book versions 
in an efficient manner (C3/L8-10). 

It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to modify Graushar by utilizing a template file having fixed and 
variable information separated into data streams and provided to a collator/raster image 
processor together with a database and a press command file, as disclosed by Warmus 
('968), for the purpose of producing differing book versions in an efficient manner. 
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7. Claims 10,11,14,17,19,32-34 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dooley USP 6,257,566 in view of Warmus USP 6,327,599 further in 
view of Weller USP 4,989,850. 

Dooley discloses all the limitations of the claims, but it does not disclose a folder 
and it does not disclose a plurality of demand printers. 

However, Weller discloses a book production device that includes a folder for the 
purpose of processing signatures which have not been folded (C3/L4-6) and Weller 
discloses utilizing a plurality of demand printers for the purpose of customizing more 
than one page. 

It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to modify Dooley by utilizing a folder and a plurality of demand 
printers, as disclosed by Weller, for the purpose of processing signatures which have 
not been folded and customizing more than one page. 

8. Claims 14,21 ,36,42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dooley USP 6,257,566 in view of Warmus USP 6,327,599 further in view of 
Graushar USP 5,100,1 16. 

Dooley discloses all the limitations of the claims, but it does not disclose a 
plurality of demand printers. 

However, Graushar discloses a book production device that includes a plurality 
of demand printers for the purpose of customizing more than one page. 
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It would have been obvious for a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the applicant's invention to modify Dooley by utilizing a plurality of demand printers, as 
disclosed by Graushar, for the purpose of customizing more than one page. 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LESLIE A. NICHOLSON III whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5487. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Gene Crawford can be reached on 571-272-691 1 . The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/L. A. N./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3651 
11/14/2008 



/Gene Crawford/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3651 



